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Dear Chairwoman Kaptur and Ranking Member Simpson:

As you prepare the Senate and House Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Energy and Water
Development Appropriations bills, we respectfully request that you include report language that
supports the Navigation and Ecosystem Restoration Program (NESP) and urges the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (Corps) to move forward with preconstruction engineering and design (PED)
of the Upper Mississippi River and Illinois Waterway System projects authorized in Title VIIT of
the Water Resources Development Act of 2007 (PL 110-114).

Our nation’s water infrastructure plays a critical role in maintaining our competitiveness
in the global economy by ensuring the safe and efficient movement of goods to market, but the
current backlog of outstanding water infrastructure projects pending before the Corps is putting
that competitiveness at risk. Congress recognized the importance of modernizing our water
infrastructure when it authorized NESP in 2007. NESP is an important, dual-purpose program
that allows the Corps to address both navigation and ecosystem restoration in an integrated
approach that will result in the expansion of seven outdated locks along the Upper Mississippi
and Illinois Rivers. Unfortunately, despite NESP’s importance to our inland waterways system,
few steps have been taken by the Corps to implement NESP since 2012.

To illustrate the broad bipartisan support in Congress for NESP and to urge the Corps to
provide the funding needed to advance PED for the program, we request the inclusion of the
following report language in the FY 2020 Energy and Water Appropriations bills:

The Committee recognizes the importance of advancing the Navigation and Ecosystem
Sustainability Program (NESP) for the Upper Mississippi region and our nation’s economy and
notes that Congress has already appropriated more than $62 million in preconstruction
engineering and design (PED) funding for this program. As such, the Committee urges the Corps
to expeditiously complete the Economic Re-Evaluation Report (ERR) in order to move forward
with preconstruction engineering and design (PED) and advance the projects authorized in Title
VIII of the Water Resources and Development Act of 2007 (P.L. 110-114).

2004 Fox DRIVE 108 WEeST MARKET 15 PrOFESSIONAL PARK DRIVE 2833 SouTH GRAND AVENUE EAST 104 W NORTH STREET 243 S WATER STREET, SUITE 100
CHAMPAIGN, |L 61820 TAYLORVILLE, IL 62568 MaARvYVILLE, IL 62062 SPRINGFIELD, IL 62703 NORMAL, IL 681761 DecaTuR, IL 62523
(217) 403-4690 (217) 824-5117 (618) 205-8660 (217) 791-6224 (309) 252-8834 (217) 791-6224

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAFER



We urge full consideration of this critical language directing the Corps to move forward
with PED for NESP. Thank you for your time and consideration of this important request.

Sincerel



